
450 lbs. of food for the 
Belle Plaine Food Shelf!! 
OLP Student Council will be 
letting you know when the 
pajama day is going to be 
held! 
     As you read this, we have 
just a little over three weeks 
until Christmas Break.  This 
also means that we are al-
most to the half-way point 
of second quarter. Please 
continue to work with your 
children to do the best they 
can.  
 
Peace, 
 
Wendi Alessio 
  

     Welcome Advent! This 
Sunday begins the Advent 
season. Each of our class-
rooms will be preparing for 
the coming of our Savior 
by praying together, gath-
ering in Church as a school 
family, preparing for con-
fessions, and studying the 
joyful news of Hope in Je-
sus Our Savior! 
      Saturday, December 
15th is the OLP “Sing O’ 
Heaven’s Concert!” This 
will be following the 4:15 
Mass with the Prelude 
from 5:30-6:00 and the 
Concert from 6:00-7:00 
p.m. A reception will fol-

low. OLP Students, please 
remember to wear your 
OLP best! An email will be 
sent out with complete de-
tails for this special celebra-
tion. 
     OLP students are busily 
preparing for this year’s 
Christmas program. On 
Friday, December 21st, 
OLP students will be pre-
senting the program at 
1:30 p.m. in the church.  
Mrs. Gleason is doing an 
outstanding job getting our 
students ready for the pro-
gram. 
     Congratulations OLP 
students for collecting over 

The Principal Says... 
Mark 
your  
calendar: 
 

 12/7 Children’s Mass 
Hosted by Grades 3 & 4 
 12/14 Children’s Mass 

Hosted by Grades 1 & 2 
  12/15 Sing O’Heavens 
  12/21 Children’s Mass 

Hosted by Grades 5 & 6 
 12/21 OLP School 

Christmas Program, 1:30 
pm 
 12/24-1/1 Christmas 

Break—No School 
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     In my most recent visits 3- 6th graders we talked about their Thanksgiving celebrations.  One student 
shared that she went to a petting zoo.  I explained that a petting zoo is different than a regular zoo in that 
at a regular zoo you just get to look at the tigers but at a petting zoo you get to touch and even ride them; 
that got their attention!  We also talked about sin; what it is, how we know what is a sin, and what to do 
when we do sin. 
     In the two younger classrooms I continue to read Bible stories from age appropriate books.  That said, 

some of the stories are simply tricky; I completely avoided explaining the near sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham to a 
Kinder who saw and asked about the illustration.  That was one time when I used their short attention spans to my 
advantage!  
     Somewhere in each newsletter is be a random sentence.  When you find the sentence, cut and paste it into the 
subject of an email to Mrs. Alessio and your name will be put into a drawing for a $10 Kwitk Trip gift card.  This 
weeks random sentence is:  A stitch in time saves nine. 
 
All the Best in Christ, Fr. Brian  

 
Did you know that we have a trailer behind the garages at the preschool build-
ing that you can drop off your aluminum cans in?   Proceeds directly benefit OLP 
School.  Thank you! 



sory table we have two small trees 
students can decorate on their own.  
     Part of our class has also turned 
into a workshop. Our workshop is 
filled with wrapping paper, tape, 
and scissors. We will practice our 
fine motor skills as we work together 
to wrap “presents”.   
     Throughout the month of De-
cember different nativity stories, one 
of the stories is Come See the Baby.  
Teacher Ashley 
 

- Teacher Ashley 
——————— 

   This week the kindergarten stu-
dents are learning about the 
Superkid, Doc. Doc likes to fix and 
invent things. In religion we are talk-
ing about how God made each and 
every one of us. There are ways that 
we are alike, but there are also ways 
that people are different! Next week 
we will begin learning about the sea-
son of Advent. 
 

- Mrs. Urlick 
———————— 

     A great big thank you to Mrs. 
Ginny Morgan for stepping in to the 
1st and 2nd grade class room while 
Mrs. Zabel is on maternity leave.  
We are so lucky to have her!!! 

 
- Mrs. Zabel 

———————— 

     This week we received our first 
Great Mail Race letter from a Catho-
lic school Montana. It was fun to use 
Google Earth to find the school and 
some of the places they talked about. 
Hopefully we will receive more letters 
soon! In math, the third graders are 
working on subtraction in the hun-
dreds with and without regrouping 
and the fourth graders are starting 
double digit multiplication. In science, 
students are finishing their ecosystem 
reports. Finally in social studies, we 
are starting to learn about the differ-
ent regions of the United States. 

 
- Ms. Cates 

———————— 
     The 5th graders have been adding 
and subtracting with decimals this 
week and are now ready to learn to 
multiply decimals! The 6th graders 
have been learning about equivalent 
fractions and how to reduce fractions 
to their simplest form.  Both groups 
are excited to start a new book pro-
ject next week! 

 
Mrs. Alessio 

_______________ 
 

     All grades (Preschool- 6th grade) 
are preparing Christmas songs for 
our upcoming Christmas Pageant on 
Friday, December 21st @ 
1:30.   Kindergarten through 6th 
grade will also be singing at the Sing 
O'Heavens Concert at Our Lady of 
the Prairie on Saturday, December 
15th.        
 

Mrs. Gleason 
_______________ 

      The 5th & 6th graders are having 
a Blast planning, practicing, and pre-
senting their Science Projects!  From 
preparing posters to gathering ingre-
dients for their experiments the stu-
dents have been busy applying the 
Scientific Method to answer a 
"question" of their choice.  When 
we are all done the posters will be in 
the hallway in front of our classroom 
for everyone to see! 
     In Social Studies we are continu-
ing our unit on the original 13 Colo-
nies, shifting our focus from the 
New England to the Middle Colo-
nies.  Our main themes will involve 
the different religious practices, eco-
nomic factors, and living standards 
of each group of colonies. 
 

-Mr. Lopahs 
——————— 

     At preschool our students are 
decorating for Christmas. In our sen-

Here’s what’s happening in the classrooms:Here’s what’s happening in the classrooms:Here’s what’s happening in the classrooms:   
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OLP School Day Begins at 8:20 AM 

Parents:  Please have your child/ren at school each morning so that 
they have enough time to take off coats, change from boots to 
shoes, hang backpacks, etc. and be in their chair by 8:20 a.m.     
Announcements are read at 8:20 a.m. and we would like all stu-
dents to hear what is in store for the day. 


