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Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic Church and School, 200 East Church Street, Belle Plaine, Minnesota  56011 

OCTOBER  
CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS: 
 10/6/21 Marathon 

Turn-in Day #2 
 10/7/21 Mass hosted 

by Grades 4-5-6 
 10/11-13/21 6th 

Grade and Mr. 
Lopahs at Wolf 
Ridge 

 10/13/2021 Mara-
thon Turn-in Day 
#3 

 10/14/2021 Mass 
hosted by Grades    
2-3 

 10/15/21 PICTURE 
DAY  

 10/26/21 Rake-a-
thon DAY & final 
turn-in 

 10/28/21 Great 
Pumpkin BINGO 
5:30pm-7:30pm 

Dear Parents, 
God's beautiful masterpiece has started to appear in all of the 
beautiful fall colors. 
 
I want to take a minute to thank all of you for your prayers for 
a speedy recovery from my eye surgery.  My doctor appoint-
ment today had him very pleased with how things are heal-
ing.  I still won't be able to see in that eye for a while yet, but I thank God for the wonderful 
doctors that can figure out these issues.   
 
We are finishing up all of our Map testing for fall. I was able to help out in K/1 when they 
were testing and I was very pleased with how the students concentrated on their task.  It isn't 
always easy to sit for 30+ minutes. The fall tests are taken to see a baseline for the start of 
the school year. The teachers will be looking at the information in the next couple of weeks 
to see how best to help each student.  We then hope to see growth throughout the year. 
 
Our first turn in for the Rake-a-thon was on Wednesday. It wasn't a big turn in but it was 
the start of something good.  Mr. Lopas' class was the winning class this week bringing in 2.5% 
of their goal.  It was so close as Ms. Cates' class brought in 2.4%. We also collected $186.00 
from our parish family all thanks to the kids for decorating envelopes and Father Kaluza 
announcing it at the Masses. The 4-5-6 grades are allowed to have an Out-of-Uniform day 
on Monday.  Congratulations and may the games begin! Next week's turn in is Wednes-
day.  Let's see which class is the winner next.  
Blessings, Peg Scott  

    

I am filled with gratitude for the festivities surrounding our annual par-
ish fall festival.  Thank you to so many who volunteered and participated in 
many and varied ways.  It was great to see our school families and teachers at 
many of the events and it is a time for us to connect as a family and enjoy ac-
tivities and one another’s company.  I hope that we will have many more so-
cial events to deepen our relationships and strengthen our ties to one anoth-
er.  As we foster community we reveal the love of the Trinity to all we encoun-
ter. 
                This week we begin to prepare for our upcoming fall fundraiser 
Marathon.  This year is a Rake-a-thon on October 26th.  It is an important 
fundraiser for our school, but even more is the opportunity to be together, do 
something for our own spiritual lives, and spend time with God.  Prayer is 
simply that.  My prayer is that our school may continue to provide a rigorous 
Catholic education in Belle Plaine for many generations yet to come. 
 
God bless you,   
Father Michael Kaluza 

PICTURE DAY IS 
OCTOBER 15, 

2021 
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Mrs. Olson (Teacher Ashley) Preschool 
Preschoolers are learning and exploring with natures Autumn blessings!  This week we made 
different patterns using acorns, apples, leaves, and pine cones!  I told the story; The Little 
Red House!  The excitement filled our classroom when preschoolers discovered there was a 
star inside the red apple!  We will continue to go on nature walks during this beautiful fall 
weather!  
 

Miss Schroers Kindergarten & 1st Grade 
It's hard to believe we are already one month into the school year! This week, the K-1 class 
has been working on completing our math and reading tests along with learning about compar-
ing, determining groups with the fewest and most, and practicing addition facts using number 
lines. We have also learned about voting and even got to cast a ballot for a special book to 
read together. (Pete the Cat won!) Finally, we talked about apples and bananas and did an ex-
periment on what would happen when we left an apple out overnight. 

Ms. Cates 2nd & 3rd Grades 
We had our first opportunity to lead Children's Mass. All of my friends did a great job read-
ing, singing, and celebrating Mass. In math, the second graders are working on comparing and 
ordering numbers and finding numbers based on clues. The third graders worked on rounding 
numbers to the 10s and 100s. On top of preparing for Children's Mass, in religion we spent 
time learning about the different Church seasons.  In social studies we are learning about 
community leaders and services our community provides us. Finally, in science we are working 
through our landscape unit.  

Mr. Lopahs 4th, 5th & 6th Grades 
The 4th, 5th, & 6th graders are quickly advancing in their studies as we end September!  For 
example we have already taken our Fall MAP Tests for Reading and Math.  In Math the 5th 
graders are dominating in their multiplication skills while 4th graders are building addi-
tion and subtraction skills, and the 6th graders are expanding their skills in Algebra.  For 
Language Arts I have seen huge gains in everyone's writing abilities, and the spelling tests 
have been proven to not be a challenge at all.  The American Civil War is the current unit in 
Social Studies, and we are wrapping up our unit on Weather in Science.  And in Religion they 
are all becoming fast Biblical Scholars because they are consistently looking up scripture 
readings at record speed.  

Mrs. Gleason Music 
 
 
 
 

Extra News—Bus Safety 
 

 


