October 15, 2021

Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic Church and School, 200 East Church Street, Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011

Dear Parents,
We have had a very busy week here at OLP! Mr. Lopahs and
the sixth grade were at Wolf Ridge Environmental Camp for three days.
Here are some comments from the students about their experience: Stella D-"My favorite part of the week was ALL of the classes. I got to see
and learn lots of things, and I got to have fun with my friends." John N "My favorite part of the week was the Ropes Course because I got to face my fears and did the whole thing
without falling." Emma - "My favorite part was the ropes course because it was really fun, especially the
zip line. But I also liked the Raptors because I loved seeing and learning about Hunter the owl and Ruby
the Red Tailed Hawk." John S - "I had such a great time at Wolf Ridge that I can't pick just one thing to be
my favorite!" What a great way for community building while out in God's wonderful world. These are
things that they will remember for the rest of their lives. A special thanks to Mr. Lopahs and Mr. Schatz for
supervising our students.
The Preschool through 5th grade also had a chance to get out on Monday to visit Emma
Krumbee's Apple Orchard. We were only out a couple of hours but the kids really had a great time! They
took a ride around the orchard and played around on all of the different activities that they had to offer. The huge jumping pillow, that they were all on at once, was something to see. They all looked out for
each other. If someone ran in to another person, they would stop to check on them. It was one big family
having fun. I hope that you didn't find too many kernels of corn in their pockets We tried to leave it all in
the corn pit, but I know some ended up on the floor here at school too. Thank you, God, for the beautiful
weather that day!
I began to do classroom walk-throughs this week. It is a great way to see how the teachers and
students are doing. It is also a great way for me to be more a part of the school family. I was also out on the
playground a couple of days this week. It is so nice that the kids just come and talk to me like they have
known me all of their lives. You all have wonderful kids. Thank you for letting me be a part of their lives
this year!
We have some great things coming up in the next couple of weeks. Please really try to be a part
of the activities, and the fun.
Blessings,
Peg Scott

I am filled with gratitude for the festivities surrounding our annual parish fall festival. Thank you to so many who volunteered and participated in many and varied ways. It
was great to see our school families and teachers at many of the events and it is a time for us
to connect as a family and enjoy activities and one another’s company. I hope that we will
have many more social events to deepen our relationships and strengthen our ties to one
another. As we foster community we reveal the love of the Trinity to all we encounter.
This week we begin to prepare for our upcoming fall fundraiser Marathon. This
year is a Rake-a-thon on October 26th. It is an important fundraiser for our school, but even
more is the opportunity to be together, do something for our own spiritual lives, and spend
time with God. Prayer is simply that. My prayer is that our school may continue to provide
a rigorous Catholic education in Belle Plaine for many generations yet to come.
God bless you,
Father Michael Kaluza



OCTOBER
CALENDAR OF
EVENTS:
10/20 Marathon
Turn-in Day #4



10/21-22 MEA
NO SCHOOL



10/26/21 Rake-athon DAY & final
turn-in
10/28 Mass hosted
by Grades 4-5-6
10/28/21 Great
Pumpkin BINGO
5:30pm-7:30pm
10/29 All school
Halloween Party
1:30-2:30. Parents
welcome to join us.
Business trick or
treating begins at
3pm.






COOLER FALL
WEATHER
The weather is starting
to get colder. Please
dress for the morning
bus stop temperatures.
Please make sure your
child has a jacket, hat,
gloves or mittens.
We don’t want anyone
getting sick and missing
school.

Mrs. Olson (Teacher Ashley) Preschool
Preschoolers exploring things Halloween; pumpkins and jack o lanterns. Some of our focus is on different
shapes. We read the book: The Legend of Spookley the Square Pumpkin. Preschoolers made their own
Jack o Lanterns by cutting out different shapes for their faces. We saw many shapes on our field trip to
Emma Krumbee’s it was a great Fall experience!

Miss Schroers Kindergarten & 1st Grade
Last week was fire prevention week and the K-1 students learned what to do in case of fire emergencies
at school and at home. They also created fire safety posters for the fire department's contest and we had
a handful of winners in our class! In religion we have been talking about the Holy Family, and the birth of
Jesus. In math, the kindergarteners have continued working on counting and writing numbers while the
first graders are learning how to solve word problems using grouping. In literacy, the kindergarteners are
learning the letters G, C, and O and the first graders are starting on "question words" like who, what, and
why as well as word endings.

Ms. Cates 2nd & 3rd Grades
Last week was Fire Prevention Week. Students had an opportunity to design a fire safety poster, the
theme being "Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety". The students competed against ALL private and public
school friends at their grade level. A big congrats to Liam (third grade) and to all of our OLP winners! In
math, the second graders are working on addition strategies. The third graders are working on addition
with and without regrouping. On top of preparing for Children's Mass this week, in religion we spent time
learning about the Holy Trinity. In social studies we are learning about the branches of government. Finally, in science we finished our town maps and will start working on our landscape model projects next
week!

Mr. Lopahs 4th, 5th & 6th Grades
It has been such a busy time for our 4th, 5th, and 6th graders with field trips galore! A few weeks ago we
all enjoyed Cedar Lakes Park where we covered a variety of Life Science themes. Recently the 4th and
5th graders got out to Emma Krumbee’s while the 6th graders (and myself) enjoyed our trip to Wolf
Ridge.
In the classroom it has been equally busy. We have moved on from our US Civil War unit and are now
exploring the Reconstruction Era in Social Studies. In Science we are in a mini unit on Energy Conservation which involves testing some "energy saving" items at home. Everyone is upping his and her game in
Math working on the skills of Multiplication (4th), Division (5th), and Decimals (6th). And in Language
Arts Students are preparing to turn in, and deliver, their Oral Book Report while continuing to grow in
their writing and spelling skills. I'm very impressed with the amount of effort the students have put into
all of their work and prove to me each can handle the next challenge.

Mrs. Gleason Music
Pre-K have been exploring high and low pitches and practicing moving our bodies slowly to music. Kinder/1st graders are working on steady beats and have starting learning a counting song in Spanish. 2nd/3rd grade are reviewing quarter and eighth notes along with singing Do-Re-Mi. 4th-6th graders
are writing songs in class. We are working on spoken word and how words rhyme. I am very proud of
our cantors at Children's Mass. Singing is Praying twice!

We are in need of
extra rakes for our
Rake-a-thon, If you
can bring it to school
for the kids to use on
Tuesday, October
26th that would be
greatly appreciated.
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Extra News
HSA Meeting Tuesday, October 19, 2021 at 6:30pm in Roedel
Hall (gathering space). It is time to bring back our wonderful
school parents to be a part of making our school strong and
grow it to its full potential. All school parents are welcome to
help plan for the year. Please join us!
All School Halloween Party
Friday, October 29, 2021 1:30-2:30pm. Parents welcome to
join us. Business trick or treating begins at 3pm.
The “Know it all” News

