
   December 17,  2021 

Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic Church and School, 200 East Church Street, Belle Plaine, Minnesota  56011 

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS: 

 12/18 Join us for the 
4:15pm Mass and 
the Sing O’Heavens 
concert begins at 
5:30pm 

 12/23/21-1/2/22 No 
school Christmas 
Break 

 1/3/20222 School 
Resumes 

 1/6/2022 Mass Host-
ed by Grades 4-5-6 

Dear Parents, 
 
     Can you believe that we are this close to Christmas?  Our Christmas program is now one for the 
books. We have the Sing O' Heavens Concert tomorrow and then we just have three days of school 
next week.  Our time of preparation is almost over and Jesus will be here.   
     The Sing O' Heavens Concert is right after the 4:15 Saturday Mass. Many of you will probably want 
to take advantage of the Mass to get a good seat for the concert. Please make sure that you send 
your children to the gathering space at 5:15 to meet up with their classmates.  All K-6 students are 
required to attend this concert unless you have communicated your absence to Mrs. Gleason ahead of 
time. They should wear their Christmas Best for this concert.  
    We all know that Christmas is a time for family. In this season of flu and pandemic please exercise 
precaution.  Last year we took an extra week after Christmas break to ensure that we were all 
healthy after gathering with others. This year we are not doing that.  We have all been relatively 
healthy.  We have had some exposure to COVID but have not had any students themselves that have 
gotten it. We want to keep up with our vigilance. Here is the protocol that we have been following.  

 
    As a close contact, you or your child should stay home and not take part in any activi-
ties/sports for 10 days.   You or your child would be able to return to school, as long as 
they do not develop symptoms or test positive during this time.  

Refer to Close Contacts and Quarantine 
(www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/close.html). If you or your child are not 
fully vaccinated, it is recommended to get tested no sooner than 5 days after known ex-
posure. If  negative may shorten quarantine to seven days after you or your child was 
close to the person with COVID-19. 

Closely monitor you or your child for symptoms. If you or your child develop any symp-
toms of COVID-19, do not attend child care, school, youth program, camp, or other ac-
tivities, isolate from others, and get tested. 

Fever of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher 
New cough or a cough that gets worse 
Difficulty/hard time breathing 
New loss of taste or smell 
Sore throat 
Nasal congestion/stuffy or runny nose 

    

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
God Bless you all! 
Peg Scott  

During this holy season of Advent, we aim to purify our lives so that we can ready ourselves 
not only for the celebration of the anniversary of our Lord’s coming as a baby in Bethlehem, but also 
for his return in Glory.  The days of Advent help us to prepare and I hope that we also take the time 
to prepare by prayer, meditation and Scripture reading.  These are encouraged by the church at all 
times, but they are extra-useful during this time of year.  I look forward to the upcoming “Sing O 
Heavens” concert this coming Saturday.  I hope that you and your families will be there to take part 
in this great annual event.  It is not only helpful to our preparation for Christmas, but also an im-
portant fundraiser for our school and religious education program. 

 
God bless you, 
Father Michael Kaluza 

 

 

 

24  HOUR SICK 
RULE! 

If your child misses school or 
leaves early due to illness, 
they may return to school 
when: 

 Temperature has been 
below 100.4 degrees for   
24 hours without the use 
of fever reducing        
medicine (such as      
Tylenol or  Motrin). 

 A minimum of 24 hours 
has passed since last 
vomiting or diarrheal   
episode. 

COLD WEATHER 
The weather is here!  
Please dress for the morn-
ing bus stop temperatures.  
Please make sure your 
child has a jacket, hat, 
gloves or mittens, snow 
pants and boots. 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/close.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/close.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/close.html
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Mrs. Olson (Teacher Ashley) Preschool 
Preschoolers are busy making surprises and wrapping them. The magic of Christmas is upon us, as we 
celebrate this special season.  We recognize numbers as we count down to Jesus’s birthday.  Our Christmas 
program was all about the nativity and the birth of Jesus.  Thank you for attending. 
I hope your family has the opportunity to enjoy Christmas break; maybe even build a snowman. 
Blessings, Teacher Ashley 
 

Miss Schroers Kindergarten & 1st Grade 
The kindergarten and first graders are very excited with Christmas approaching fast! Last week, we 
learned about the story of Saint Nicholas on his feast day. He helped and saved so many people in his life! 
We have also been busy practicing for our Christmas pageant. They have been working on their Christ-
mas songs and learning to read their lines for our program and are doing great! This will be the first time 
that many of them have read in church.  
The kindergartners are learning how to sort and tally different amounts, and make their own tally charts 
in math. The first graders are finishing up their ones, tens, and hundreds unit in math. We have also been 
learning why many animals hibernate in the winter and put together our own books that we read to-
gether as a class.  

Ms. Cates 2nd & 3rd Grades 
 Our friends have been busy practicing for our Christmas Program and Sing O'Heavens Con-
cert. They are so excited to show off all their hard work. In math, our third grade friends 
are working on identifying equivalent fractions and comparing and ordering fractions and our 
second grade friends are finishing their multi digit subtraction unit. In religion, we continued 
going around the Advent Wreath. We are learning about the significance of the PEACE, 
HOPE, and LOVE candle. In social studies, we finished our transportation and conservation 
unit and we will do a mini "Christmas Around the World" unit next week. Finally in science, we 
researched more about either the Sea or Glaciers. 

Mr. Lopahs 4th, 5th & 6th Grades 
As we approach the Christmas Season our 4th, 5th, and 6th graders have actually been pretty focused in 
the classroom (now that I've said that, all bets are off!).  In Math as a whole group we have started our 
new Geometry Unit where concepts covered include lines, shapes, and angle measurements.  For Social 
Studies we are deep into Minnesota History discussing topics such as the early natives, European explorers 
and settlers, and the Dakota War.  We will be wrapping up this unit before break.   
One of the biggest strengths of this class has been their preparation and reverence for the Mass.  Every 
student loves to serve in the various roles (Server and Cantor have been the top faves) and they show 
excellent leadership with their buddies from the K-1 class. 

Mrs. Gleason Music 
Thank you for joining us at our school Christmas program!  Our students did and amazing job! 
Merry Christmas from all of us at OLP!  

Christmas Program Pictures 
 


