December 3, 2021

Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic Church and School, 200 East Church Street, Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS:

Dear Parents,


Advent is here! We had our first Advent prayer service led by Mrs. Daily on Wednesday
and now we will be following it each week on Mondays, with services led by our students. Advent is a wonderful time of the year. Time to prepare ourselves and our homes for
Christmas. We prepare ourselves through our prayer services, going to a penance service,
and weekly Mass. Let's all get ready for Jesus!
We have a special day on Monday; St. Nicholas Day. This was definitely a special day at
our house, both growing up as a child and later with my own children. I grew up on a
farm. In the evening of December 6th St. Nick would go around our house tapping on all of
our windows. I have to say we were all a little scared of what was happening. When the
tapping stopped we rushed out to our front porch to find a bag of mixed nuts in the shell,
hard candy, and chocolate drops. We knew he was warning us to be good until Christmas. For my own kids he would ring, ring, ring the door bell and then leave a bag of treats
on the front steps. We made Christmas stockings here at school "in hopes that St. Nicholas
soon would be here." Learning about the real St. Nicholas is also so very interesting. Do you
have a tradition going?
Hope you have a great weekend.
Blessings,
Peg Scott

On December 8th we celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. This is
an important Holy Day of obligation and that means we have a duty to attend Mass in
honor of this feast! We are offering Mass at Our Lady of the Prairie with vigil Mass on Tuesday, December 7th at 6:30 p.m. and Wednesday, December 8th at 8:30 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. The school children will attend Mass on Wednesday for the Holy Day and Thursday for
their weekly school Mass. The bishops have placed our nation under the patronage of Our
Lady under the title “Immaculate Conception” and that is why throughout the United States
it is always an important holy day.
The conception of Mary in her mother Anne’s womb tells us that from the very first
moment of her life, God was preparing her to receive Jesus. It was God’s grace that preserved Mary from sin beginning with her conception until her natural earthly death and of
course it continues in heaven, where there is no sin in God’s presence. Mary gives us all an
example of what true discipleship is about and we have recourse to her intercession to assist
us on our earthly journey to avoid sin and stay close to God. May we celebrate God’s plan of
salvation in giving us Mary who was chosen and prepared to be the mother of Jesus
Christ! Her Immaculate Conception reminds us of God’s love for us and of our need to be
grateful for the mercy redemption offered to us in Jesus.
It was also wonderful to celebrate our first school coffee and donuts after
Mass. The school is an important evangelization tool for our whole parish and it is vital that
we have good participation from all of our school families at these events. The parish invests
heavily in the school and expects the school families to be an integral part of the life of the
parish. Please make sure that your family is present for these celebrations.
God bless you, Father Michael Kaluza









12/6/ Mass hosted by
Grades 2-3
12/8 Immaculate Conception Mass hosted by
Grades 4-5-6
12/6 Mass hosted by
Grades 4-5-6
12/16 6:30pm OLP Christmas Program; children
report at 6pm
12/18 Join us for 4:15pm
Mass; the OLP Sing
O’Heavens concert begins
at 5:30pm; OLP students
report at 5:15pm
12/23/2021-1/2/2022 No
school Christmas Break
1/3/2022 School Resumes

Small change in Mass day
uniforms
After our last school board
meeting it was decided that
after Mass the boys may
change into their blue polo
shirt rather than staying in
the white shirt and tie. We
can have this change only if it
doesn't take time away from
class while changing shirts.
(Please no white t-shirts)
They may stay in their white
shirt and tie if they choose
to.

COLD WEATHER
The weather is starting to
get colder. Please dress for
the morning bus stop temperatures. Please make sure your
child has a jacket, hat, gloves
or mittens, snow pants, and
boots for recess. We don’t
want anyone getting sick and
missing school.

Mrs. Olson (Teacher Ashley) Preschool

This week preschoolers made an Advent wreath. We talked about the meaning of Advent.
How do you celebrate this special season at home?
Littles love surprises and the excitement of Christmas. Our classroom is all set up with the
help of my little elves. Preschoolers decorated the trees and have the opportunity to decorate little trees daily. Our science center is full of exploration items that deal with the 5
senses of Christmas: jingle bells, peppermint, pine cones, cinnamon, and I spy books.

Miss Schroers Kindergarten & 1st Grade

We are now in the Advent season and the K-1 class is very excited about preparing for Jesus' birthday! We are learning that Advent is a special time of waiting for the coming of Jesus and how the advent wreath can help us mark the weeks. We are also beginning our
"Searching with the Shepherd" countdown to Christmas. This week we started by making a
paper chain for each day of Advent until Christmas. We also made our own advent wreaths.
In math, the first graders finished their measurement unit and are now starting their tens,
ones, and hundreds unit. The kindergartners are working on ordering numbers, counting
groups, and matching them.

Ms. Cates 2nd & 3rd Grades

We are now in the Advent season and the K-1 class is very excited about preparing for Jesus' birthday! We are learning that Advent is a special time of waiting for the coming of Jesus and how the advent wreath can help us mark the weeks. We are also beginning our
"Searching with the Shepherd" countdown to Christmas. This week we started by making a
paper chain for each day of Advent until Christmas. We also made our own advent wreaths.
In math, the first graders finished their measurement unit and are now starting their tens,
ones, and hundreds unit. The kindergartners are working on ordering numbers, counting
groups, and matching them.

Mr. Lopahs 4th, 5th & 6th Grades

The 4th, 5th, and 6th graders have been upping their game in several skills lately. For writing they are learning how to find and correct writing errors (called editing) and improving their writing skills as a result. In math we are now in the Big Bad World of Fractions for
the 5th and 6th graders, and the 4th graders are excelling with their division skills. Changing gears in social studies students will be learning all about the state of Minnesota this
month, from fun facts like famous people and local businesses to its rich history. So ask
your student about the official state motto, bird, and beverage (it's milk!). And in science
we will continue to explore Earth and its place in space including fun facts about our solar
system.

Mrs. Gleason Music

We have two upcoming school performances that our students
have been rehearsing
for. These performances are both mandatory. If for some reason
you are unable to attend, please reach out
directly to Carolyn
Gleason at
cgleason@ourladyofthe
prairie.com
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The Symbols of Christmas Pageant and Sing O'Heavens Christmas Concert are quickly approaching. I love hearing the students outside of class sing or hum the songs they are rehearsing. They are very excited to have in-person performances this year. We look forward
to seeing you all!
The Symbols of Christmas Pageant Dec 16th @ 6:30pm
Sing O'Heavens Concert Dec 18th @ 5:15pm

Advent

The “Know it all” News

